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C

urrent DSAMS Production Release (Release 6.10) – Release 6.10 was successfully deployed on Monday, 8 December.  My thanks to all the users that participated in the User Review and my congratulations to DSADC on another successful development effort.  Some of the notable changes include: the addition of a Suspension checklist; addition of a checkbox for Missile Technology Control Regime; receipt/display of DFAS collections data; addition of an SBLC effective date; removal of the capability to edit the MASL unit of issue on the LOA; and completion of additional CCB high priority changes.  A small printing problem was since corrected, and we will issue a small fix in January to resolve some minor bugs that have temporary workarounds, but need to be fixed.  In the spring we will field a new interface to the USXPORTS program to support export licensing.  

This was the last major release containing just Case Development/Implementation Module (CDM/CIM) functionality, and the next major DSAMS release will be the deployment of the Training Module in October 2004, after which we will be just plain DSAMS with no “module” distinction.  A User Review for the CDM/CIM community of the expanded DSAMS functionality as a result of integrating the Training Module is scheduled for the week of 22 March 2004 at DSADC.  Release 9.01 will follow Release 8 in early 2005 with critical fixes for training functionality, after which we plan to return to a 2- or 3-release-per-year maintenance schedule.  Emergency fixes will of course be fielded as necessary.  [POC: Chester Freedenthal, DSN 329-3745]

R

ounding Summit  -  A Rounding Summit will be held at DSADC the week of 15 March 2004.  The purpose is to discuss critical compatibility issues involving rounding (i.e., the rounding of dollar values) in existing (e.g., DSAMS, DIFS, CISIL) and emerging (CEMIS) systems supporting Security Assistance.  If you’re thinking this is as simple as “If it’s 50 cents or above, round up to the next dollar”, think again!  Initial invitations have been issued and we’ll provide additional information and background material over the next two months.  [POC: Chester Freedenthal, DSN 329-3745]

R

elease 6.10 Briefing Material – The User Training hyperlink in the DSAMS web page contains a folder with Release 6.10 screen captures that describe the functionality changes in this month’s Release 6.10.  The DSAMS web site address is https://dsams.dsca.mil.  Of course, if you are working in DSAMS and have functionality questions, the on-line User Guide is available simply by pressing the F1 key!  [POC: Nels Berdahl, DSN 430-9041]

T

raining Module (Releases 7 and 8) – IBM developers conducted an additional three of six planned demonstrations (two for each MILDEP; one on the Operations/Pricing area and one on the Funding/Billing area) of TM functionality this month.  Representatives from the DSCA PMO, DSADC and ISI user training teams were also in attendance.  NETSAFA received the Funding and Billing demonstration (having received the Operations and Pricing demonstration in November), and AFSAT received both demonstrations this month. The two SATFA demonstrations will be conducted in January.

The demonstrations serve two valuable purposes.  First, the developers receive more comprehensive feedback as to whether the application as a whole meets the user’s critical requirements.  If the original requirements were misunderstood or missed, or if new requirements surface that are critical for deployment, early resolution is essential to avoid jeopardizing the Oct 2004 deployment date.  Second, the users receive greater insight into how the system will function and the corresponding changes they must make to their internal business processes.

During the demonstrations, users requested additional changes to the software.  As in the previous demonstration, changes were divided into two categories: "showstoppers" and "nice-to-haves".  "Showstoppers" were defined as changes needed (assuming no workarounds exist) to avoid detrimental impacts to policy or MIILDEP business processes, and these were further refined into those that are critical for the October 2004 deployment and those that can be included in the first post-deployment maintenance release (Release 9.01, February 2005).  

In general, all demonstrations were very productive in identifying problem areas.  In most cases, the problem areas were fully discussed and potential solutions were identified.  Issues from all completed demonstrations are now in the analysis and approval phases.

The January Dialogue article will provide a more detailed account of the number of issues raised and the categories in which they fall.  By that time, all demonstrations will be complete. 

Deployment of the Training Module is now 317 days away!  [POCs: Pam Smith, DSN 329-4464 and Paul Porter, DSN 664-6578]

D

SAMS User Training Team Activity -   In December, training team members attended the Training Module Operations and Pricing demonstration held at AFSAT, and the Funds and Billing demonstrations at AFSAT and NETSAFA.  [POC: Nels Berdahl, DSN 430-9041]

M

ove of Mainframe Security Assistance Legacy Systems to Mechanicsburg, PA – DISA has officially confirmed that the move of CISIL, MISIL, SAMIS, CMCS and DIFS from the DISA data center in Oklahoma City to the one in Mechanicsburg is now back to the originally scheduled date of 27-29 Feb, and not the unofficial date of mid-April as mentioned in last month’s Dialogue.  [POC: Kent Wiggins, DSN 664-6553]  

D

efense Logistics Management Standards (DLMS) Supply Process Review Committee (SPRC) – The most recent  SPRC meeting was held at DLA Headquarters, Ft. Belvoir, VA on 3-4 December.  Representatives from DSCA attended on behalf of the Security Assistance community.  

The main issue discussed, which may have an impact on Security Assistance (SA) business, concerns the requirement for Unique Identification (UID) of tangible items, due to the fact that there is currently no way to positively identify what is in the DoD inventory.  Effective 1 January, UID will be a mandatory DoD requirement for all solicitations if the acquisition cost of the item is more than $5,000, or if the item belongs to one of several other categories.  Manufacturers will be required to supply certain markings on the affected items and to report other information to the Wide Area Workflow (WAWF), which will become mandatory for contractor payment no later than 1 January 2005.  A DoD registry will also be developed and maintained by the Defense Logistics Information Service (DLIS).  The policy states that FMS contracts are not exempt.  Further information can be found at www.acq.osd.mil/uid. 

Informational briefings were also provided on the DoD SDR Transformation Initiative (formerly called WebSDR), on the Global Transportation Network (GTN) and the future GTN21, and on a supply/ transportation priority synchronization initiative.  

The next SPRC meeting will be held in 20-22 April 2004.  DSCA representatives will continue to maintain a presence on this committee for the SA community.  [POC: Sharon Epstein, DSN 430-9091]











 Happy Holidays!   
SIGNIFICANT and MILESTONE EVENTS
UPCOMING EVENTS (Tentative Dates)

	Date
	
	Event

	
	
	

	27-29 Feb 2004 
	
	Migration of CISIL, MISIL, SAMIS, CMCS & DIFS from DECC Oklahoma City

	
	
	  to DECC Mechanicsburg

	
	
	 


NEAR TERM MEETINGS

	Date
	
	Topic
	
	Location

	
	
	
	
	

	12-16 Jan 2004
	
	Training Module Demonstration (Ops &
	
	SATFA, Ft. Monroe, VA

	
	
	  Pricing)
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	20-23 Jan
	
	Training Module Demonstration (Funding &
	
	SATFA, Ft. Monroe, VA

	
	
	  Billing)
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	2-6 Feb
	
	Training Module Deployment Planning Mtg
	
	Skyline, Falls Church, VA

	
	
	
	
	

	26 Feb
	
	International Customer User Group formal


	
	ISI, Arlington, VA

	
	
	  meeting
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	15-19 Mar
	
	Rounding Summit
	
	DSADC, Mechanicsburg, PA

	
	
	
	
	

	22-26 Mar
	
	DSAMS Release 8 Orientation for current
	
	DSADC, Mechanicsburg, PA

	
	
	  DSAMS users
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