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C
urrent DSAMS Production Release (Release 6.06) – Release 6.06.08 was successfully deployed on 14 November, one day later than planned.  The summary of changes for this large maintenance release was previously made available to users.  One of the programs to make data base corrections did not run correctly, and we had some corrupt data that caused us to bring the application down early on 13 November.  We corrected the error, tested the application and we were able to re-deploy within 24 hours.  Unfortunately, a few days after deployment we found another error, which, while not corrupting data, prevented some functions from being performed.  This led to an emergency release on 30 November, which is our current version.  Although this was one of the most tested releases, we were surprised by these errors and have taken steps to avoid a re-occurrence in future maintenance releases.  [POC: Chester Jay Freedenthal, DSN 329-3745]

F

uture DSAMS Releases – Release 6.07 is scheduled for May 2002.  We were able to perform some additional analysis for this release, so it will include more changes than originally planned, although it will not be quite as large as 6.06.  Some of the more significant additions:  capability to add, edit and delete Line Manager and OA codes; many changes to Management Flags, including purging, archiving and a new Activity Role Type; and changes to workflow, including Tasking of Lines and Milestone Changes. 

Analysis for Release 6.08 continues, with deployment currently scheduled for November 2002.  It will include the Financial Integrated Process Team (IPT)-mandated changes for the Stand-By Letter of Credit and Payment Schedule revisions.  We may also include a new interface with DFAS to automate the loading of Case and Line data that is currently entered manually.  Preliminary discussions with DFAS are underway.  

We'll start planning in December for Release 6.09 and integration with deployment of the Training Module (Release 8).  [POC: Chester Jay Freedenthal, DSN 329-3745]

D

SAMS "End-User Friendly" Ad Hoc Folders – New in Release 6.06 – A frequent complaint the DSAMS PMO has received  was that it was very difficult to create any ad hoc reports, because the database structure was very complicated to navigate, even for an experienced DSAMS power user.  With the latest DSAMS release, special folders that make it much easier for a user to modify or create a report have been created within the Impromptu™ (the commercial software used for DSAMS reporting) catalog.  

Instead of the data being grouped together in the complicated view as the data physically resides in the Oracle database, these new folders in the Impromptu catalog make it much easier to find the data end users need on their report.  These new ad hoc folders group the data into five major functional areas: 

· Customer Request

· Case

· Line

· Workflow

· Reference  

From the perspective of this frustrated data junkie, this makes the creation of most reports much simpler.  

To get to these new folders in either creating or modifying a report, the ad hoc folder will appear as the first folder in the DSAMS Impromptu catalog.  (Note: All of the previously existing folders are still available for those of you who have used them for reports.)  Opening the ad hoc folder will display sub-folders (i.e., Customer Request, Case, Line, etc.), and the sub-folders may contain other sub-folders.  

The folders have been organized so that the column names within the folders are being displayed (as much as possible) in the same manner as they are displayed on the corresponding DSAMS windows.  Some columns may be appearing twice but they have different meanings.  For example, Case Id will be displayed on the report as the Country Cd, IA and Case with the dashes (XX-X-XXX) but the “Case Id *** Filter ***” will display the column as it is stored in the database (XXXXXX).  The “Case Id *** Filter ***” column should be used when you want to pull data for a particular country and case.  

For performance reasons, it is highly recommended that when there is a need to filter on a column and there is a column containing *** Filter *** as part of its name, then that column should be used in the filter.  This will help speed up the response time for the ad hoc report.        

The folders "Line Totals" and "Totals" have been removed from the old Case Version folder in the Impromptu catalog.  These folders contained the Impromptu calculation for computing dollar values, but there has been an enhancement whereby Impromptu is using the same stored procedure as the DSAMS application.  The Net Case Value and Total Case Value columns are now in the Ad hoc/ Case/Case Totals folders and the Case Version folder as Net Case Value Am and Total Case Value Am.  

In addition, the Line Net Value and Total Line Value columns are in the Ad hoc/Line/Line Totals folder and the Case Line folder as Net Line Value Am and Total Line Value Am.  Those ad hoc reports using these columns from the folders that have been removed will have to be modified to pick up the new columns.  This enhancement ensures the dollar figures being displayed on the reports are using the same computation as the DSAMS application.
 Try it, you’ll like it!!!  [POC: Drew McDaniel, DSN 430-9092]

T

raining Module (Releases 7 and 8) - The Training Standardization Working Group (TSWG) met on 6-8 November.  The first part of the meeting addressed user requests for changes to Release 7 to improve usability in areas such as menu structure, system navigation (hot keys), and course item pricing.  The group also discussed several open issues such as TLA summary lines (Q lines), medical pricing, seat forecasting, and waivers.  Attendees commented on a demonstration of Release 7 functionality not previously reviewed by the TSWG.  The second part of the meeting was a review of the current understanding of each MILDEP’s OA (Obligational Authority)/funding processes.  The members were also presented with a demonstration of a “prototype” piece of Release 8 functionality.

The TSWG will meet again on 6-7 December at SATFA to discuss billing.  This meeting will be preceded with a site visit by developers to discuss Release 8 SATFA billing requirements.

Representatives from the PMO and DSADC met on 14-16 November to clarify and prioritize all open Training Module issues.  203 issues currently exist in the areas of conversion, interfaces, reports, design and policy. 

Representatives from the PMO and DSADC participated in testing of Release 7.  The majority of the application worked according to specifications and was very stable.  (Note: Reports and batch processing haven’t been fully tested).   Numerous “bugs” were identified and are in the process of being fixed.  PMO testing will continue and will include re-testing of all “bugs” that are identified and will test any additional Release 7 functionality (i.e., Course Pricing) that is approved.  Testing of Release 7 will be expanded to include representatives from the Training Activities in the February timeframe (details to be provided soon).  [POCs: Paul Porter, DSN 664-6578, and Pam Smith, DSN 329-4464]

D

SAMS User Training Team Activity - The training team participated in PMO testing of Release 7 functionality in November.  The team also conducted a training/assist visit to SPAWAR in San Diego and OSC in Rock Island, Illinois.  In December, we will be conducting a course for NAVSEA at the Skyline facility in Falls Church, VA. [POC: Nels Berdahl, DSN 430-9041]

D

SAMS 101 Class - A DSAMS New User 101 class has been scheduled for the week of 7 January 2002 at DSADC in Mechanicsburg, PA.  Student quotas were parceled out to the Service and Agency POCs, so please contact them if you are interested in attending this class or a future class.  This class is generally held once a quarter at DSADC.  [POC: Drew McDaniel, DSN 430-9092]
Happy Holidays from the DSAMS Team

SIGNIFICANT and MILESTONE EVENTS
UPCOMING EVENTS (Tentative Dates)

Date

Event

May 2002

Scheduled deployment for DSAMS Release 6.07





Nov 2002

Scheduled deployment for DSAMS Release 6.08





May 2003

Scheduled deployment for DSAMS Release 6.09





NEAR TERM MEETINGS

Date

Topic

Location

6-7 Dec 2001

Training Standardization Working Group

SATFA, Hampton, VA



  (TSWG)









13-14 Dec 2001

International Customer User Group (ICUG) 

ISI, Arlington, VA



  Formal Meeting









7-11 Jan 2002

DSAMS 101 New User Training

DSADC, Mechanicsburg, PA







Feb 2002

DSAMS Release 7 User Review

DSADC, Mechanicsburg, PA

    




Defense Security Assistance Management System








