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C

urrent DSAMS Production Release (Release 6.08) – The current release remains stable.  We’ve deployed a few minor maintenance fixes.  In mid-March we will deploy a release that upgrades all Impromptu® reports to Version 7 (see next article).  We will put out a release summary that identifies the changes we have made in the reports. 

Our interim release is on schedule for the Finance IPT initiatives involving Standby Letter of Credit (SBLC), Payment Schedule and Termination Liability calculations, and substantial changes to the Response Documents (e.g., LOAs, Amendments, and Leases).  Here is the current schedule:

	PMO Test 
	3 – 7 March

	IPT Review
	10 –14 March (@ DSADC, by invitation)

	User Review
	31 March – 4 April (@ DSADC)

	Training 
	21 April – 2 May (@ User Sites)

	5 May
	Deploy


We internally refer to this as Release 6.08.01 or just Release 6.08.X, but the actual release number will be determined just prior to deployment.  

Our analysis, functional design and development work for Release 6.09 continues on schedule.  We are currently looking at an early October 2003 deployment.  This release includes additional payment schedule changes, high priority CCB events and changes to the existing CDM functionality necessary to accommodate the Training Module.  [POC: Chester Freedenthal, DSN 329-3745]

U

pgrade of Impromptu® Reports Software Version – After close of business on 17 March 2003, DSADC will perform an upgrade of the Impromptu® reports software to Version 7 (the vendor will soon be dropping support for Version 6).  This upgrade will be accomplished through Citrix®, so there will be no action required at any of the DSAMS user sites.  Key changes in this upgrade include:  

1) A fix to retain selected prompt criteria when modifying filter selection criteria.  For example, if you have selected Department of Army as the IA and you want to rerun the report with a different date, today you must reselect the Department of Army.  That has been fixed so the original selection is retained.  

2) The ability to select multiple Implementing Agency codes on applicable reports.  

3) The deletion of 12 reports (e.g., due to business process changes in determining metrics for LOA processing timelines) based upon the recommendation of the Reports Working Group and approved by the DSAMS Configuration Control Board (CCB).  

4) No longer having to add one day to the end date on the report prompts to retrieve data through a specified date.  This last fix required a code change to all applicable reports.  Ad hoc reports will not be modified by DSADC.  The detailed release summary will include an explanation of the change that is needed if users wish to incorporate this date change in their ad hoc reports, as well as the list of reports being deleted and other minor changes being made with the upgrade.  
Look for that summary from the DSAMS Help Desk a week or two before the upgrade.  [POC:  Shirley McDaniel, DSN 430-9094]  
T

raining Module (Releases 7 and 8) –  
As mentioned in the January Dialogue, a meeting between the Training Field Activity commanders and DSCA (PMO, P3, COMPT) took place on 10 February.  Briefings were conducted on the key areas of the core business application, requirements, conversion, interfaces, testing, training and deployment.  In addition, because the Army made the case to DSCA on the need to deploy at the beginning of a fiscal year, discussions were held on a proposed schedule based on deploying to all MILDEPs in October 2004.  Although various concerns were expressed such as data conversion and future system maintenance (changes), the feedback received from the commanders was very useful and we look forward to the opportunity to improve our communications.  The future of this project will be highly dependent on improved communications and a shared responsibility for bringing the Training Module to a successful deployment.

The Air Force volunteered to visit Skyline to discuss open issues.  An AFSAT DSAMS representative met with TM analysts and discussed numerous topics to include course description, manual/auto scheduling and confirming of classes, quotas, waivers, priority B funding, planning and availability cases, training activities, as well as many other topics.  This visit was extremely beneficial, both to the analysts and AFSAT.  So much so, we are planning to extend an invitation to the remaining two MILDEPs to send representatives to Skyline for the same type of site visit in the very near future.

The development team conducted a 2-day site visit to SATFA to discuss the legacy IMET financial process and the conversion of legacy IMET data.  The meeting resulted in a better understanding of the current process, how that data will be converted into DSAMS, and how DSAMS will work with that converted data.  The legacy IMET financial process operates at a WCN/Suffix level.  In DSAMS, the new IMET financial process will operate at a Case Line/EXA level for any data not converted.  All converted data will operate at the required WCN/Suffix level.

The Interface Team at DSADC is conducting reviews with the MILDEPs and DISAM to correlate TM functionality with similar Training Management System (TMS) processes utilized by training managers at the Unified Command Training Program Management Reviews (TPMRs).  The process, which began back in December, recently gathered input from the user community via a pre-discussion survey which serves as the discussion guide for the joint conferences.  The survey contains 77 specific DSAMS training-pipeline oriented functions which were identified and initially compared to similar ones in TMS.  The discussions with the MILDEPs helped to further analyze each process with a goal of defining its role within the TPMR setting.  In the first discussion conducted on 25 February, 27 functions were discussed and defined.  The next scheduled teleconference discussion will occur on 4 March.

Although no Training Standardization Working Group meetings are scheduled in March, developers will be conducting conference calls and VTCs with the MILDEPs as required.  [POCs: Paul Porter, DSN 664-6578 and Pam Smith, DSN 329-4464]

D

SAMS User Tip - Lease Line Remaining Service Life and Residual Value. Pricing a Lease Line is significantly different from pricing a Case Line.  The policy differences are reflected in the DSAMS Lease Line window functionality and in the information needed to create the line in DSAMS.  The Lease Line's Lease Effective Date is the date entered in the Lease Detail window.
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The Lease Writer needs to determine the Item Acquisition Date and the Item’s Total Service Life.  If your Line Lease quantity is greater than one, and the items were not acquired in the same month and year, you should compute a mean Acquisition Date or consider creating a separate line for each item based on the acquisition date.  The Item Acquisition Date is the date when the item was delivered to the US Government and is the first data item which should be entered in the Lease Line window.
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Once the Item Acquisition Date has been entered, the Item Age is automatically derived by DSAMS.  This is the age of the item at the beginning as of the Lease Effective Date.
The Lease Duration is entered in months and is also populated from the Lease Detail window.  Once the Item Age and the Lease Duration are known, the other key data elements are the Remaining Service Life and the item’s Total Service Life (both in months).  
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The number of months entered in the Remaining Service Life field is the remaining useful life of the item at the end of the lease duration.  DSAMS will automatically compute the Total Service Life (the sum of Item Age, Lease Duration, and Remaining Service Life), and the Lease Writer needs to confirm that the Total Service Life is correct.  If an adjustment needs to be made, change the number of Remaining Service Life months until the Total Service Life value is correct.  The Total Service Life value will vary by weapon system.     

The Service Life Percent is the percentage of the total life span of the item at the time of the lease start date.  It’s calculated as the Item Age divided by the Total Service Life.

On the Cost side of the Lease Line Window, Pricing Tab, the required values are the Original Acquisition Cost, Pro Rata Share of Nonrecurring R&D and/or Production Cost, if any.  Cost information is entered for a quantity of 1 each.  As you enter data in the Cost area, you will notice changes in the bottom of the screen in the Monthly Rental cost area, as DSAMS will dynamically update those fields.  To the sum of the above two fields, DSAMS adds the Capital Improvements fields (if any) to calculate the Total Cost of the item.  From the Total Cost, the Residual (carcass) Value of the item is subtracted, thus providing the Amount Subject to Depreciation. 
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In the illustration used in this article, 15% was used for the item's Residual Value.  This will generally be between 5 and 15% of the item's Total Cost.  
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The Amount Subject to Depreciation is divided by the number of months the item is being leased to determine the Monthly Rental Cost for a single item. 


The Monthly Rental Cost (Depreciation Charge) is then multiplied by the Lease Line Quantity to determine the Total Monthly Rental Cost for the Lease Line.

If you have policy questions about Lease Pricing, please contact Ms. Patti Higgins at DSCA-COMPT/FM.  [POC: Nels Berdahl, DSN 430-9041]

D

SAMS User Tip – Searching for a Particular NSN.  An Army user recently asked if one could search DSAMS to find case lines with a particular National Stock Number (NSN).  DSAMS does indeed provide the capability to query for any lines with a specific NSN or MASL applied to a line.  Under View / Reference Reports, select RP015 (“MASL/NSN to Case Cross Reference Report”).  Enter the MASL or NSN, the type of cases you want to query against (or all cases), and the case status you want to query against (or all statuses).   Every line in DSAMS requires a MASL; however, the NSN is optional, so the query will only retrieve that data if it has been entered.  [POC: Shirley McDaniel, DSN 430-9094]
D

SAMS User Training Team Activity - In February the training team conducted Impromptu® training for DRMS and DLIS users in Battle Creek.  We also conducted DSAMS 102 courses at DSADC and AMCOM, and ended the month with a DSAMS 101 course for USASAC Ft Belvoir personnel.  In March, we will be participating in testing of the new Release 6.08.X functionality and preparing for the Release 6.08.X User Review.  [POC: Nels Berdahl, DSN 430-9041] 

C

ase Execution Management Information System (CEMIS) - The CEMIS Systems Team continues to meet, even though the other CEMIS teams completed their work at the end of Calendar Year 2002, primarily because the Systems Team will continue to support other initiatives, such as the on-going CEMIS Analysis of Alternatives (AOA) effort.  Commencing in June of 2002, the CEMIS Systems Team began to develop and/or review a variety of requirements related to their primary areas of consideration: 
· Systems Interfaces
· Data Conversion
· System Security
· Communications
· System Performance
· System Design
· User Interfaces
· Systems Administration
· System Certification
· Systems Documentation. 
In addition, the team is also chartered to determine requirements feasibility/viability, review/create referrals (i.e., issues sent to other teams for review or comment), interact with other CEMIS teams, and to ensure that CEMIS “technical” requirements are sufficient to allow CEMIS to meet Key Performance Parameters (KPPs), Measures of Performance (MOPs), and Measures of Effectiveness (MOEs).  
To support the AOA, CEMIS Systems Team members, in cooperation with their MILDEP associates, have been providing legacy system documentation, information, and design artifacts (e.g., Source Code for AOA Re-hosting (TSRI) Option).  In addition, team members have been identifying current and anticipated CEMIS System Interfaces, and categorizing all ORD requirements by primary area of consideration.  Additionally, the team has been developing a complete inventory of legacy system files, and the number/size of records stored, to aid in the development of database conversion estimates.  Shortly, the team will be expanded, with the addition of DFAS-DE (DIFS) and Air Force (CMCS) representatives.  [POC: Tom Sippel, DSN 430-9295]


S

ecurity Cooperation Information Portal (SCIP) – The Security Cooperation Information Portal (SCIP) development effort continues, as the DSADC Portal team, and selected Portal User Group (PUG) functional team members, "shake out" the Release 1 and 2 software deliveries provided by Lockheed Martin.  Release 1 provides the user with both summary and detailed information relating to Case, Line, Requisition and Supply Discrepancy Report (SDR) records from DSAMS, CISIL, MISIL, and SAMIS.  The information may be displayed in existing “canned” formats, or can be retrieved through the ad hoc query feature, based upon user-selected parameters.  In addition to the printing of reports, the user can also export information into Excel spreadsheet formats, to be further manipulated at the desktop level.  Whereas Release 1 is related to Reports and Queries, Release 2 is primarily dedicated to the creation of individual MILSTRIP inputs.  After successfully logging into the Portal, and presuming all permissions are properly set, the user will be able to input requisitions, cancellation requests, modifiers, follow-ups, SDR’s, etc.  Based upon successful testing, correction of identified problems and the establishment of user accounts, we expect the first two releases to be available to users after 1 April.  

Requirements for Release 3 and 4 of the Portal were provided to Lockheed Martin on 21 February.  These future releases, scheduled for delivery to the Government on 1 April for testing, will bring more functionality such as the ability to extract all requisitions for a case, the ability to upload batch 80-character transactions, the ability to input freight tracking transactions, the ability to store pictures and other documents related to SDRs, etc.  [POC: Tom Sippel, DSN 430-9295]

I

nternational Customer User Group (ICUG) – BACKGROUND.  The ICUG consists of international customer representatives from the MILDEP ILCOs and a non-voting liaison representative from the Foreign Procurement Group (FPG).  They represent the broad international user community, i.e., personnel from all countries at the ILCOs, embassies and in-country locations, including countries and organizations that are not core members of the ICUG.  Their primary responsibility is to receive and disseminate systems and logistics-related information to customers and to provide a unified customer position on issues and requirements to DSCA. 

The ICUG held an internal meeting on 19-20 February at AFSAC, Dayton, OH.  The objective of the meeting was to discuss the purpose and future of the group.  Although CEMIS remains their primary long-term focus, the team decided that the Security Cooperation Information Portal (SCIP) would take precedence for the time being as this represents the interim solution for FMS information retrieval and requisition submission.  In addition, issues which are currently being discussed within the ILCOs, but which may have relevance to the broader International Customer community, will be discussed and, where appropriate, adopted for further pursuit.  The group reviewed their Terms of Reference and determined that they are valid as written.

At this meeting, Major Bernard J. Poulin, Canada, succeeded Lt Col Dieter Rabs, Germany, as the ICUG Chairperson.

The next formal ICUG meeting will be held 6-7 May, at ISI, Crystal Gateway One (Suite 507) in Arlington, VA.  Anyone wishing to receive ICUG-related information should submit his or her name, title, phone number and e-mail address to either customer@dsadc.dsca.mil or dsams@ispec.com.  [POC: Sharon Epstein, DSN 430-9091]

SIGNIFICANT and MILESTONE EVENTS
UPCOMING EVENTS (Tentative Dates)

	Date
	
	Event

	              17 Mar
	
	Impromptu® Version 7 Upgrade to Release 6.08

	
	
	

	                5 May    
	
	Deployment of DSAMS Release 6.08.X

	
	
	 


NEAR TERM MEETINGS

	Date
	
	Topic
	
	Location

	               5 Mar
	
	Gartner Technology Workshop (CEMIS
	
	Gartner, McLean, VA

	
	
	 Analysis of Alternatives)
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	            3-7 Mar
	
	PMO Test of DSAMS Release 6.08.X
	
	DSADC, Mechanicsburg, PA 

	
	
	  
	
	

	       10 -14 Mar    
	
	DSCA/MILDEP IPT Review of DSAMS

	
	DSADC, Mechanicsburg, PA

	     
	
	  Release 6.08.X
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	        19-21 Mar
	
	CEMIS Systems Team
	
	DSCA, Arlington, VA

	
	
	
	
	

	        26-27 Mar
	
	ILCO Symposium
	
	DISAM, Dayton, OH

	  
	
	 
	
	 

	  31 Mar–4 Apr
	
	User Review of DSAMS Release 6.08.X 
	
	DSADC, Mechanicsburg, PA

	      
	
	 
	
	 

	  21 Apr–2 May
	
	DSAMS Release 6.08.X On-Site Training
	
	Various 

	
	
	
	
	

	         23-24 Apr
	
	CEMIS Systems Team
	
	TBD, Arlington, VA

	
	
	
	
	

	            6-7 May
	
	International Customer User Group (ICUG)
	
	ISI, Arlington, VA



	
	
	  formal meeting
	
	

	
	
	 
	
	











